
Guest Speaker  
Raheel Raza
“Humanity is one community” – 
words from the Qur’an that Raheel 
Raza holds dear. And it’s a belief 
that drives this Muslim woman’s 
mission, which is to begin the 
conversation among people of all 
faith traditions so that we can 
understand and respect the beliefs 
of others. Raheel is a passionate 
interfaith advocate.

Raheel Raza was born in Pakistan and came to Canada in 
1989. She is an award-winning journalist, public speaker, 
poet, playwright and interfaith advocate. A tireless 
campaigner for gender equality, an activist for human 
rights internationally, and a leader among Muslim 
women, Raza actively promotes interfaith relations and 
appears frequently in print, radio and television media to 
reveal and debate Muslim issues.  Her mandate in life is, 
“there is unity in diversity and humanity is one 
community.”

Raheel received  the “Outstanding Contribution to 
Religious Life”  award from the Snowstar Institute of 
Religion, and the “Excellence in Journalism” award from 
the Canadian Ethnic Journalists and Writers Club.

Time & Place
Tuesday, November 14, 2006  •  7:00 - 9:00 pm
Christ Church Deer Park
1570 Yonge Street (Heath St. north of St. Clair) Toronto

For more information 
Please phone the Parish Office at 416-920-5211 x 26 
or visit the website at www.christchurchdeerpark.org

Hosted by 
The Neighbourhood Interfaith 
Group of  Churches & Synagogues   
and Christ Church Deer Park 

Background 
Erwin Schild, a holocaust survivor and distinguished 
Rabbi Emeritus of Adath Israel synagogue, spoke at 
the 18th Annual Neighbourhood Interfaith dinner. 
Rabbi Schild was heartened by the rapprochement 
between Jews and Christians that had occurred over 
the past 50 years. But the next challenge, he said, is for 
everyone to work together to understand and 
appreciate Islam.

Since the Neighbourhood Interfaith Group’s mission is 
to end bias, bigotry and racism in Toronto and the 
world, the group has accepted Rabbi Schild’s 
challenge and is doing something about it.  The 
“Celebrating Our Differences” event is an opportunity 
to hear from an eloquent interfaith advocate and 
learn more about Islam – a faith found throughout 
the world with an estimated 1.2 billion believers 
(Wikipedia). The word “Islam” literally translates 
“submission to God” and derives from a verb that 
means “to make peace”.  Many will be surprised to 
discover how much history and how many traditions 
and beliefs are intermingled between Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam.

This event promises to be an enlightening, 
transformative experience. All are welcome and 
invited to attend.

with
Raheel Raza

author of 
Their Jihad - Not my Jihad 
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Celebrating 
Our Differences
Forging bonds – and friendships

–  between faiths


